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This preliminary study aimed to design a kindergiartanguage screening test for children who
speak Mandarin in Malaysia. This study aimed tcedeine the validity, reliability and the
suitability of the test items on the children. TMandarin Kindergarten Language Screening Test
is based on the framework of the Kindergarten LagguScreening Test-2 devised by Gauthier
and Madison (1998). It has been modified accordinghe local culture. It was tested on 36
children aged between 4.0 to 6.11. A retest wasethout on the same children within two
weeks interval. Calculation was based on the sgaieed on each item. Test reliability was
measured by using coefficient alpha correlatione Tésult showed that the content reliability,
test-retest reliability and inter-scorer relialyilirere high. The test was suitable for childrerhwit
different gender. Based on the children’s perforcearon each test item, all questions,
instructions, test equipment and pictures stimwage suitable to be used in the test except for
the sentence in Iltem 15c and three picture stimulitem 16 and 17. The language and cognitive
development in the Mandarin-speaking children wanailar to children from other countries.
The implication of the findings towards speech Emgdjuage therapy was also discussed.
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